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Prior’s Court Foundation Charity number 1070227

Celebrating 20 years of Prior’s Court
� Princess Anne officially opens the school on 23rd May.

� Pupil numbers: 20.

� Physical Education specialist is appointed to support the emphasis on 
vigorous exercise.

� The innovative methodology of The Prior Approach and The Waking 
Day Curriculum gain nationwide recognition.

� The school is awarded Investors in People.

2000

Prior’s Court Foundation
Charity number 1070227
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� Jubilee Centre for Key Stage 3 pupils opens made possible by the 
generosity of the Shirley Foundation. Purpose built and well-equipped 
facilities include;
new classrooms
kitchen areas
common room
workrooms
IT suite
pottery and woodworking
staff office
changing rooms for the school.

� The cente offers a curriculum which focuses on the development of 
vocational and independent living skills.

2003

Prior’s Court Foundation
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2005

� Pupil numbers: 59 (from 5 - 19 years). Staff numbers: 232.

� An off-site residential house opens in Hermitage for the oldest 
pupils to extend their independent living skills and offer a model for 
supported living.

� Robert Hubbard is awarded OBE for services to special needs.

� The CSCI report commends the school for the quality of care delivered

� Freehold to the Prior’s Court estate is gifted to the trustees by Dame 
Stephanie Shirley

� The unique art collection within the school now contains more than 
300 works of art throughout the grounds, woods, school and offices 
and includes pictures, sculptures, ceramics, gates, benches and signage 
creating a beautiful environment whose value is therapeutic as well
as educational.  

Prior’s Court Foundation
Charity number 1070227
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2007

� A successful appeal raises funds to build two new residential houses,
each for six pupils. Ongoing fundraising aims to create purpose-built 
facilities and a Training Centre.

� Ofsted commends the School for its outstanding provision for pupils’
welfare, health and safety. 

� A Countryside Learning Centre opens to enhance the vocational skills 
development for students.

� The Lodge is opened to provide overnight accommodation for parents.
Prior’s Court Foundation
Charity number 1070227
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� Bradbury Hall, a purpose built and specially adapted dining room is 
officially opened in October.

� A conference in June 2009 is attended by 200 autism professionals,
parents and carers. Speakers include Professor Tony Charman, Professor 
Patrick Bolton and Ros Blackburn.

� Staff worked with the NAS and other local orgqanisations to create a 
staff training DVD for secondary schools in Berkshire.

� Prior’s Court joined 19 other organisations from the UK for World Autism 
Awareness Day to urge government to recognise autism as distinct from 
other conditions, deserving urgent strategic planning and resources.

� All staff attended a team building session and 4 day Prior Approach
training.

� Prior’s Court was highly commended in The Big Draw, receiving a
“Drawing Inspiration Award”.

2009

Prior’s Court Foundation
Charity number 1070227
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2013

� Two young adults begin work placements with the Hilton Group in 
Newbury hotels.

� Prior’s Court’s Founding Patron Dame Stephanie Shirley generously gifts 
the art collection, previously on loan, to Paintings in Hospitals and 
Prior’s Court Foundation.

� The third and final phase of the Young Adult Provision is opened, taking 
the total number of young people at Prior’s Court to 80.

� The fundraising appeal for Prior’s Court Young Adult Provision reached 
over £2.6m.

� The school received 6 outstanding grades and Good overall in a education
and care Ofsted inspection.

� A parents survey finds that 100% of respondents thought that staff are 
knowledgeable about autism and their child, their child is safe and 
secure and had made progress.
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� Pupil numbers: 34.

� Friends of Prior’s Court School launched with fundraising activities 
including a Christmas Concert, Open Gardens and May fair.

� A successful HMI visit enables the school to move from Preliminary to 
Final Registration and the enormous progress made is recognised.

� A charter and coat of arms is granted with the motto 
Discere Esse, meaning To Learn, To Be underlining Prior’s 
Court Foundation’s mission to achieve maximum 
independence for it’s students, enabling them to
participate in mainstream education and the adult
workforce as far as possible.

2001

Prior’s Court Foundation
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� Science classroom opens funded by Marlborough Sterling.

� An all-weather sports track is created donated by the Peter
Harrison Foundation.

� Research projects get underway with Oxford University and
Brunel University.

� A regular 5 day TEACCH course delivered by the University of North 
Carolina is introduced to create exceptionally high levels of accreditation 
and expertise within the school. 

� The NVQ programme is well underway in response to the National 
Care Standards Commission legislation.

� The Training and Research department extends the professional 
development opportunities for the growing number of staff with an 
extended induction programme and external courses to support staff 
with qualifications, degree and diploma courses.

2004

Prior’s Court Foundation
Charity number 1070227
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2008

� Pupils move into Fleming and Todhunter Houses at the start of term in 
January; the spacious accommodation is designed to support the growing 
independence of older students.

� The Dame Stephanie Lecture Series is launched with a very successful 
conference, Autism 2020, featuring renowned autism experts including 
Professor Sir Michael Rutter, Professor Anthony Bailey and Uta Frith.

� A team from Goldman Sachs build a special garden in a day to create
a quiet, sensory area for pupils.

� Prior’s Court is Highly Commended in the disability category at the 
Charity Awards.

� A one day conference is held for all 300 Prior’s Court staff.
Prior’s Court Foundation
Charity number 1070227
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� Work begins to convert 3 cottages used as staff accommodation to
create a new Young Adult Provision.

� A Prior Approach is team set up to support best practice and ensure
staff expertise.

� A sell-out ‘Autism and Me’ conference is held in July using Bradbury Hall 
for the first time.

� A Spring Ball is held for staff - the first event  organised by a newly
founded social committee event.

� The Sir Jules Thorn Training Centre opens. Each training room is named 
after a key influence on our approach: autism knowledge is represented 
by Leo Kanner (whose article in 1943 first mentioned autism), Eric
Schopler (the founder of the TEACCH methodology which is the heart of 
our approach) and Robert Hubbard (our Founding Principal).

2010

Prior’s Court Foundation
Charity number 1070227
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� The Countess of Wessex visits the Countryside Learning Centre to see the 
development of the Animal Assisted Therapy project as part of the 
  Jubilee People’s Millions award.

� Prior’s Court is awarded the Inclusion Quality Mark awarded.

� An Olympic themed Sports Day held.

� Phase 2 of the Young Adult provision is opened taking numbers to 15.

� A reception held at 10 Downing Street by Samantha Cameron for
Prior’s Court as a thank you to donors who gave over £6.6m to the 
recent major appeals for the cottages. 

� Beechcroft and Summerhill houses open taking the total number of 
residential houses in the school to 10.

� Founding Patron Dame Stephanie Shirley records her memoirs in a book 
entitled “Let IT Go”. 

2012
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� 6 senior care and education staff are Trainers in the 5 day TEACCH 
training model: 2 are TEACCH Trainers Certified at Practitioner Level and 
4 as TEACCH Trainers Certified at Advanced Consultant Level. At the time 
of qualification there were just 7 people in the UK qualified to this level 
and 18 worldwide.

� A Science classroom opens funded by Marlborough Sterling.

� A Horticulture classroom funded by the Wooden Spoon is opened by 
British Lion and England Rugby Captain, Phil Vickery.

 
� The Freemasons Room is opened in the Young Adult Provision in 

recognition of a generous donation of £100,000 from the charity.

� Prior’s Court participates in Channel 5 documentary “The Lost Orphan:
A home for Mirela”, showing examples of exemplary autism expertise 
and best practice. 

� Staff numbers: 500

� Since opening, Prior’s Court has supported 160 students, worked with 60 
local authorities and employed 1500 staff.

2014

Prior’s Court Foundation
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 ● Young adult 
provision phase 
1 opens

 ●Henley house 
children’s home 
opens

 ● Young adult 
provision phase 
3 opens

 ●Work 
placements 
start at Hilton 
Hotel

 ●Outdoor play 
area opens

 ●Multi-sensory 
building opens

 ●Outstanding’ 
Ofsted achieved by 
children’s home

 ● The Seasons 
children’s home 
opens.

 ● Released the song 
“Let Me Shine”, 
which was listened 
to by more than two 
million people across 
the planet

 ● Bread & Beyond bakery 
opens, providing work 
training opportunities for 
young people

 ● Prior Insight begins 
implementation – first 
system of its kind 
designed to help us 
understand why young 
people have good and 
bad days

 ● Prior’s Court Research 
Board established to drive 
and coordinate research 
which will influence our 
practice

 ●Coach house 
parent flat opened

 ● Start of 52-week 
placements in 
response to 
young people 
presenting with 
more complex 
needs

 ● Young adult 
provision phase 
2 opens

 ● Beechcroft  
and Summerhill 
children’s  
homes open

 ●Horticulture 
classroom opens

 ● Four members 
of staff achieve 
TEACCH advance 
consultant level 
– at the time, 
there were only 
18 people with 
this qualification 
worldwide

 ● ArtsMark Gold 
accreditation 
awarded by Arts 
Council England

 ●Outdoor music 
area opens

 ●“Steve” the 
robot joins the 
teaching staff

 ● ‘Outstanding’ Ofsted 
 achieved by school

 ● First Prior’s Court  
“Let Me Shine”  
music festival held

 ● Staff deliver lecture  
at international autism 
conference in China

 ● Recorded a live version of 
“Let Me Shine” at Abbey Road studios

 ●Tragedy of minibus accident which took 
the lives of three members of staff, and 
left two others with life-changing injuries

 ● Princess Royal 
officially opens 
school on  
May 23rd

 ● Palmer house 
children’s home 
opens

 ● First conference 
held for 
professionals 
working in the 
field of autism

 ● Exercise track 
opens

 ● First five-day 
TEACCH training 
course held

 ● Todhunter 
and Fleming 
children’s 
homes open

 ● Team 
established to 
share our autism 
methodology, 
Prior Approach, 
more widely 

 ● Jubilee 
vocational 
learning 
building 
opens

 ●Charlotte House, 
an off-site 
children’s home, 
opens

 ●Art collection 
exceeds 300 
pieces

 ●Countryside 
Learning Centre 
opens

 ● The Lodge house 
converted into 
accommodation 
for visiting parents

 ● Bradbury Hall 
dining room opens

 ● Charter and Coat 
of Arms produced 
– “Discere Esse”, 
“To learn to be”

� Prior’s Court School opens Monday 13th September.

� Pupil numbers: 2 in September with 4 more joining by November.

� Staff numbers: 28.

� Robert Hubbard, Principal; Kate Luker, Chief Executive; David Heald,
Director of Children’s Services; Emma Hall, Head of Care; Sarah Smith,
Master teacher for Language and Communication.

� The school aims to achieve respect for the individuality of each pupil,
the development of individual strengths, a 24-hour individually 
tailored programme encompassing the National Curriculum,
the development of communication and daily living skills,
a close partnership with parents and professionals.

1999
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1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

 ● Prior’s Court 
school opens on 
September 13th 
with two pupils 
and 28 staff – by 
2019, this grew to 
90 young people 
and 600 staff

Founding 
patron 
Dame 

Stephanie 
Shirley in 

1999

Hilton Hotel

The Dame 
Stephanie 
Lecture Series 
is launched

“Autism and Me” 
conference

Visit of Countess 
of Wessex

Outdoor 
music 

area

Multi 
sensory Let Me 

Shine

Steve the 
robot

Ofsted 
rating

Abbey 
Road

Bread & 
Beyond

PRIOR’S COURT 20TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

DISPLAY BOARD

INVITATIONS

PARKING  
SIGNAGE

SHOW

RECEPTION &

CIRCUS
20TH Anniversary Celebration

In 1999, Prior’s Court was established by 

founding patron Dame Stephanie Shirley CH as 

a centre of excellence for young people with 

severe autism, and the kind of provision which 

she would have liked for her late son, Giles.  

We’re holding a special celebration to mark 20 

years and having helped more than 200 young 

people with autism, and their families. We would 

love for you to join us on Thursday, 12 September.

We are delighted that HRH The Princess Royal will 

be attending this event and marking this happy 

occasion with us. The timings below are indicative, 

but you will be notified should these change.

To RSVP, go to priorscourtsept12.eventbrite.co.uk  

enter the passcode PriorsCourt when prompted 

and register for the number of tickets you require.

We look forward to marking this 

celebratory occasion with you.

itinerary:

Reception drinks from 3.15pm

Circus show 5pm

Event concludes 6pm

Prior’s Court  20TH Anniversary Celebration

event  
VISITOR PARKING 

700 yards

Prior’s Court  20TH Anniversary Celebration

event  
VISITOR PARKING 

100 yards

Prior’s Court  20TH Anniversary Celebration

event  VISITOR PARKING 150 yards Follow signs for visitor parking

Prior’s Court  20TH Anniversary Celebration
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Dear John, Get your free, one-week 

comprehensive analysis of 

your vSphere environments

This one-week assessment will:

• Benefi t storage environment 

• Give you expert recommendations 

• Save estimates 
• Enable an informed decision about VMWare vSAN

To see how Virtual SAN can save you money and time, 

simply visit:www.vmware.com/go/VSANassessment
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